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Introduction 

Art Stylus presents a digital research exhibition “Master of Claude de 

France”. The project engages with the manuscript Book of Flower Studies 

from the collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Met) and 

explores how digital curatorship enables new forms of communication 

between museum objects and contemporary audiences. The exhibition also 

functions as an experiment in the digital presentation of historical cultural 

artifacts through contemporary virtual exhibition platforms. 

 

Purpose 

The project presents the floral images as a distinct group for observation 

and comparison, in order to show how the digital environment allows the 

selection and arrangement of visual material from institutional collections. 

It also aims to create an accompanying textual framework and, finally, an 

archival result in the form of a contextual page with references and 

reflections that remain accessible beyond the exhibition’s active period. 

 

Reasons for Selecting the Manuscript 

The selection of Book of Flower Studies was motivated by several factors: 

 The availability of reliable metadata and provenance information 

provided by the institution. 

 Digital accessibility - the images are of sufficient quality for 

detailed visual observation, which would be difficult under 

physical viewing conditions behind glass. 

 The aesthetic autonomy of the floral motifs, allowing them to be 

presented as an independent exhibition. 

 A clearly identified institutional source and defined conditions 

for the use of the digital images in an online environment. 
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Realization and Results 

A virtual exhibition was created, presenting a selection of 27 floral images 

(40 in original source). The project tested a model of additional digital 

curatorial selection applied to an already existing cultural object. The 

exhibition was developed using the Kunstmatrix platform, with elements 

of exhibition design, including the frame, mount and virtual exhibition 

space, selected and arranged in accordance with the platform’s available 

options. 

The digital research project is embedded on the Art Stylus website and is 

available in both Bulgarian and English. After the end of its active period, 

the project will remain accessible in archival form, accompanied by 

documentation, communication materials, references and insights. Once 

the exhibition is closed, the participating objects will be presented as a list 

of references, without republishing the images in exhibition format. 

 

The English version of the digital research can be accessed at: 

https://artstylus.com/en/master-claude-france 

 

Image Rights and Institutional Contact 

The project uses publicly accessible digital images published by The Met as 

the holder of the original materials. The source is clearly indicated on the 

project’s webpage, as well as alongside individual objects where 

applicable. 

In case of future expansion of the project - for example, publication in print 

or the inclusion of additional visual material beyond the publicly stated 

conditions - formal communication with the institution will be initiated in 

order to clarify the legal framework and the permitted forms of reuse. 

https://artstylus.com/en/master-claude-france
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Potential and Further Research Interest 
The work on the digital exhibition has generated new research questions 

that extend beyond the scope of the present project and may be developed 

in future studies: 

1. Where and how do the presented floral motifs appear in illuminated 

manuscripts of the period, and can they be traced systematically? 

2. What might have been the function of the manuscript: a 

promotional catalogue, a teaching model, a working prototype for 

later production, or something else? 

3. Are there new insights into the identity of the artist beyond the 

attribution “Master of Claude de France” and how has this 

attribution evolved over time? 

4. Who might have been the teacher or artistic context of the “Master 

of Claude” and can we speak of a distinct school? 

5. Is there a parallel between manuscript illumination and textile 

practices of the same period in terms of motifs, techniques and the 

transfer of visual language? 

6. How does digital access change the way we perceive medieval books 

- as objects, as images and as a basis for contemporary 

interpretation? 

 

Preparation for Further Research 

In seeking answers to the questions outlined above, a preliminary study 

was conducted on the presence and use of botanical drawings in 

manuscripts from city of Tours during the period 1450–1550. The findings 

outlined a possible direction for further development: 

 

“Jean Bourdichon and the Emergence of a Visual Language” 
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Conclusion 

The exhibition Master of Claude de France demonstrates how digital 

curatorial practice can engage with historical museum objects by 

identifying a specific visual corpus, placing it within a new framework, 

communicating it to contemporary audiences and generating an archival 

outcome. The project functions as an intermediate stage between visual 

observation and more in-depth scholarly research, while the questions 

raised open the way for further research and future publications. 
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